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URANIUM — ROYALTY CUT 
618. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to recent uninformed comments by the Leader of the Opposition regarding a cut to the royalty rate for uranium. 
(1) Has this proposal been raised before; and, if so, when? 
(2) If this proposal is adopted, what impact would this have on the potential revenue to the state? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Belmont for the question. I was interested that last week the Leader of the 

Opposition raised the idea of cutting the royalty on uranium in Western Australia. The member asks 
whether this has been raised before—indeed, it was. It was in fact raised when the Leader of the Opposition 
was the Treasurer. When he was the Treasurer, it was included in the mineral royalty rate analysis. I remind 
members that the mineral royalty rate analysis was done for the Treasurer of Western Australia. 
So let me make this clear, member for Belmont, through you, Mr Speaker. There was actually an 
opportunity, if this was so important to the Leader of the Opposition, for him to do this when he was, in 
fact, the relevant person in the chamber. The Leader of the Opposition was so dedicated to making this 
decision that when he had the chance, he decided not to do it. But now that the Leader of the Opposition 
is in opposition, and now that he has no control in Western Australia, he wants to come in here and 
pretend that he is a friend of the uranium industry! Only in opposition is he a friend of the uranium 
industry. When he was in government and he had the levers and the power, he did nothing—he did 
nothing! 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: This is the man who likes to talk. He used to talk before he got into Parliament, then he 
talked when he was in government, and now he talks when he is in opposition. The difference is that none of those 
talks line up. He was the champion of free markets before he got here. The first thing he did as a minister was to 
increase taxes. When he became Treasurer, he ran budget deficits like nobody had ever done in the state. Now that 
he is in opposition, he wants to cut royalty rates. What a history of achievement! 
I want to make another point through you, Mr Speaker, for the benefit of the member for Belmont. There has never 
been one cent paid in uranium royalties in Western Australia. That is because there are no uranium mines. I want 
to finish by also pointing out something that the Leader of the Opposition said, and I quote from the 
Kalgoorlie Miner — 

“Western Australia has the second largest known reserves of uranium in the world, … 
That is simply not true. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Under you there certainly won’t be. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Again, the interjection demonstrates the problem. The amount of reserves in the ground is 
due to the nature of the earth. God above, or nature, provided that into the ground. Our total reserves of uranium are 
103 900 tonnes. That would rate us as not second, but eleventh in the world. I make the point to the member for 
Belmont, through the Speaker, that the Northern Territory has greater uranium reserves than Western Australia. So 
not only does the Leader of the Opposition get it wrong on the royalty rate; he gets it wrong on even matters of fact. 
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